
The Tennessee Water Contamination Bill, SBO619, requires each local 
board of education to implement a program to reduce potential sources 
of lead contamination in drinking water. The program must meet criteria 
defined by the bill. SBO619 passed into law on May 23, 2018, and goes 
into effect January 1, 2019. It amends TCA Title 49; Title 68 and Title 69.

WATER CONTAMINATION BILL

FACT SHEET

All school systems in Tennessee will be required to comply with a newly 
enacted water contamination bill, SBO619, as of January 1, 2019.

WHAT IS THE WATER 
CONTAMINATION BILL?

• Test lead levels in drinking water sources at school facilities constructed prior to 
June 19, 1986. Testing must occur at least twice each year.

• Test samples of the first 250 mL drawn of water that has sat in plumbing 
overnight.

• Identify lead levels that exceed twenty parts per billion (20 ppb).

• Provide notice of the result of any lead level results that exceed 20 ppb to the 
commissioner of environment and conservation within 24 hours.

• Retest lead levels of any drinking water source that produces a result 
in excess of 20 ppb within a period of time set by the commissioner of 
environment and conservation.

• Notify parents and guardians of all students who attend a school where 
retesting produced a lead level in excess of 20 ppb. The notification must 
include the results of the test and the retest.

WHAT ARE THE REQUIREMENTS OF SBO19?



In order to comply with the water contamination bill by 
January 1, 2019, boards of education should take three steps:

WHAT SHOULD BOARDS OF 
EDUCATION DO RIGHT NOW?

1. Determine any schools in the district that will be subject to 
testing.

2. Identify and contract with a reputable water testing firm.

3. Schedule a 2018-2019 and 2019-2020 school year testing 
program.

GLE Associates, Inc. has been conducting environmental 
safety assessments including water safety and lead testing for 
over 28 years. We can help you set up your program quickly 
and painlessly, so you can rest assured that you will be in 
compliance. Contact us today.

HOW WE CAN HELP

SINCE 1989, GLE has developed thousands of  creative solutions for education, public sector, industrial, 
construction, office, retail, and healthcare clients. We take pride in our collaborative problem solving solutions 
with our clients and we can do the same for you.

JUDI MASON
Business Development Consultant

jmason@gleassociates.com
770.561.4575

DISCOVER THE GLE DIFFERENCE

Work with GLE and you’ll enjoy the creative problem solving 
process. You will experience what thousands of  clients have 
already come to appreciate: unlimited access to your top 
management. All focused on achieving your vision.

TAKE THE NEXT STEP

Learn more about how GLE can help you design and 
implement a successful solution.


